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dn day an 
chop in Jhatnala 


dled. 19 18 


are oſten It is! 18. 
a constable near the -shop to prevent the oppressio 


that road. 5 
2. A correspondent 


Oppression by the Howrsh 


table. threatened. 


loot was instigated by the police was clear fro 


The man was consequently compelled to withdraw his complaint, : It is to be | 
hoped that Mr. Samuels, Chief Inspector of Police, Howrah, will institute an : 
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3. The Sanjwani of the 25th April has the following :— - SaNSIVAMT, 


: ition in Kurig in April 25th, 1896. 
Cooly recruiting ebuses. * 4 gentleman of position in Kurigram in the 4? 


On the 13th April last, a Sonthal cooly on board a steamer bound for 


Assam killed his son and wounded his wife and two other persons with a dao. } Va 
He was at once arrested and brought up for trial before the Subdivisio 1 
Officer of Kurigram. The prisoner made the following statement — iat YW 

ce We left our home on the understanding that the man would find out for 1 


myself and my wife posts on a monthly pay of Rs. 8 and Rs. 5 respectively. 
At Goalundo the man wanted us to come on board the steamer, and on m 
refusing to go any further, he threatened me with a drawn sword. This led 
me to think that the recruiter wanted to kill me first and then take possession 
of my wife and son. This thought was unbearable to me, and I determined to 
kill my wife and son and drown myself in the river. I killed my son and then 
woun od my wife. I do not remember whether I injured any other person 5 
or not. 1 ee 
From this statement it is quite clear that the prisoner, his wife and son ae 
were being sent to Assam against their will. The man is apparently 30 ; a 
years old. His wife, who was in a precarious condition, has died. | ae 
The above letter of the correspondent, observes the editor, relates a shock- ip) 
ing incident. Its perusal, almost drives one mad. How long, we are led to 
exclaim, will this nhuman practice, this cruel law, remain in force in Bengal ? 
It was certainly tormenting’ pain which made the poor cooly lose his self- 
control and mortally wound his wife and son. Finding no other means of 
escape from the clutches of the wily recruiter, he sought escape in death. How 
long, we ask again, will this cooly trade remain in force in Bengal? We have 
been asking this question these 12 years. The Government tried to redress . 
the grievances of the coolies, but to no effect. The cooly trade will not be 
effectually 2 an end to so long as the Cooly Act of 1882 will remain in force, 
Sir Alexan er Mackenzie has in many acts given proof of highmindedness, 
ustice and kindheartedness. We draw his attention in all humility, to these 
karro wing pictures of human misery. We appeal to bis kind heart, and ask a 
Will he, too, remain deaf to the piteous cries of the poor coolies ? ä 
A gentleman from Narainganj writes as follows: ta 
On the 15th April last, when the steamer bound for Cachar reached. 
l See of the passengers told me and my friends that among. the 
coolies on board the steamer there was a Bengali woman who was evi ently — 


9 


PRATIKAR, 
April 24th, 1896. 


(4144) . 
being sent to Assam against her will. She was, disconsolate and in great distress 
We went on board the steamer with the Police Sub- Inspector. Our presence _ 
assured the woman, and she related the circumstances under which she was 

recruited. The woman is a widow aged 25 bgp Her father’s house is at 
Bally. Her mother is dead. One Kshetra, who was in the habit of going to 
her house, told her one day that if she went to Calcutta he would find out a 
comfortable post for her in a gentleman’s house. Lakshmi (that is the name 
of the woman) was thus induced to go to Calcutta with Kshetra, and was 


lodged in the house of one Suryya Adhikari, where she lived comfortably... 
After four or five days Suryya Babu told Lakshmi that he was going home, 


and instead of leaving her alone in Calcutta, he would take her with him. 
Lakshmi was induced to accompany her master. At Sealdah, a European, 

asked her if she was going to Silchar. She answered that she did not know; 
she was going with the Babu. “Silchar is a good place,” replied the European 
‘what is your name? Lakshmi told him her name, and her reply evidently’ 
did duty for a contract or agreement. The Babu, however, made himself scarce. 

Lakshmi thinking that he was in another compartment. When the train 
reached Goalundo and the Babu did not appear, Lakshmi came to know where: 
she was going. She began to cry, but the recruiters threatened her and kept 
her in a place which was not likely to attract the notice of any passenger. Her 
cries, however, reached the ears of several passengers, who assured her that. 
they would try to save her from the clutches of the recruiters, This enraged, 
the latter, and they did not allow any passenger from coming near her again. 
At Narainganj, while we were talking with the cooly woman, a peon abused 
and insulted us. The Doctor Babu ordered his peons to catch any one who 


should come near the coolies by the ear and take him to his presence ($farrq 
fase c aera, Stats sq HHN cr ats). Upon this some of the peons 


came towards us ina threatening attitude and we were compelled to beat 
a retreat. The name of the steamer is Falcon, and we hear that the Doctor 
Babu’s name is Nisikanta. Chakravarti of Raipura in Vikrampur. Chandra 
Kumar Datta, a passenger on board the steamer, assured us that he would 
bring the matter to the notice of the Magistrate of Silchar. I cannot say 


what has happened to the woman since. 


This is how coolies are recruited and sent to Assam. For 14 years. 
we are dinning the grievances of the coolies into the ears of the Government 
but with no effect. There is an Embarkation Agent at Goalundo, and it would. 
be impossible to press a cooly into service if he conscientiously did his duty. 
We have nothing more to say, but we again ask the Government—How long 
will men be bought and sold like beasts ? 


(b)— Working of the Courts. 


4. The Pratikar of the 24th April says that the Government’s recent 
3 5 orders requiring a certain amount of money 
„int ot money security by security to be taken from every tauzi muharrir 
. will cause great hardship to a class of officers who 

are very poorly paid. One-fourth of the of every such muharrir will be 
kept back by Government every month till the entire amount of the security 
is made up. And as such muharrirs receive very small salaries, Rs. 20 or, 
so, they must find living with family in town extremely difficult. Again, one 
fails to understand why clerks who are entrusted with no money transactions 


on behalf of Government should be required to give security. If by tauzi 


muharrirs is meant those clerks who are employed in the Collectorate tauzi- 
khana, it is clear that they have nothing to do with money transactions. The. 
late Magistrate of Murshidabad required similar security to be taken from 
every muharrir employed in the Road Cess Department, though road cess 
muharrirs have to deal only with chalans and passes and have nothing to do 
with ay a ae ad 
ey represented their circumstances to the District Magistrate, and pra 

that they might be either exempted from the operation of the hac rule, 
or permitted to give 3 landed property or any other form except 
money. But the prayer has rejected because it was made very late. 
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5. The Hitavadi of the 24th A . badd te sunks 2 
1 Babu Nilmani Das, who should have 
motion of ‘Subordinate neee 

Officers. : | u 


to that grade. 
Judges, for reasons best known to- 


deserving of promotion, and promoted | and over his head 
No ‘en, : 2 knew Babu Shamchand to be a better officer than 3 
Babu. But what of that? The former's stars were then in the ascendan' 
He had influential English Barristers to back him, and the Hig ‘Court 


ce, the 


1 
* 


r 
. 


„ 
i 
. y 
rg — 89 0 “4 7 


are most inattentive to their work. What wonder then that ‘bu Shar chand 


should be promoted ? The Bengal Government, however, at first 


accept the High Court’s recommendation in favour of Babu Shamchand Dhar, | 
and ‘aailed upon it to explain its recommendation. Greatly. nettled, the High 
Court Judges took a dislike to poor N Babu, and determined to carry 


their point by hook or by crook. So they set about looking for some ir 
which would turn against him, and after a fo search lighted upon the recor 


of a report by a District Judge against that officer. But there is a mystery in 
this — We are or ated. we know not with what truth, that the 
report recorded against the name of Babu Nilmani was, as a matter of fact, a 
report made against Babu Nabinchandra Ganguli; and as Babu Nilmani's name 
stands next to that of Babu Nabinchandra on the list, the report was by mistake 
recorded against the former’s name. The High Court shut its eyes to the 
fact and forwarded to the Bengal Government some adverse remarks against 
Babu Nilmani, If Nilmani Babu is an incompetent officer, how is it that the 
High Court has promoted him within a month of the reporting against him ? 
Will the prestige of the High Court be increased by such acts of injustice 7 
Such injustice in connection with promotion has become more frequent of late 
in that Court. The other day Babu Chandicharan Sen was appointed a 
Subordinate Judge over the heads of 10 or 12 able officers, although only a 
year or so ago he had a very bad name as an officer. Indeed, the High Court 
repeatedly censured him, and once even degraded him 16 places below his 
proper place. Will not this injustice in connection with appointments be 
remedied? We have still much to say about the Appointment Department of 
the High Court. rhs ae: 
6. The same paper has the followin 


Mr. Morshead again. | It was only the other day that Mr. , M orshead 


earned a notoriety by attempting to influence a 


Subordinate Honorary Magistrate, Mr. Maseyk, in the trial of a case. Here is 
another act of the same officer not a whit less serious, 7 5 5 

Mr. Sambala and Akshay Sarkar are the owners of two rival cooly depéts 
at Purulia, The latter recruited a cooly, named Buddha Ganda, and got him 


to sign an agreement. But in spite of this, Bhikma, a chuprasi of Mr. Sambala, 


entrapped Buddha by the 1 that he would send him home. Seeing 


Buddha in the clutches o 


Akshay Sarkar, tried to detain him. At this stage, Mr. Casey, an Assistant of 


Mr. Sambala, made his appearance. Jadunandan told Mr. Cas 


a 8 ey how the 
matter stood, but the latter, instead of attending to Jadu, gave him a slap on: 
the face. Soon after Akshay Sarkar appeared on the spot, and there was 
fighting between the two parties, which terminated in the police taking Buddha 
under their custody. | 


But the matter did not end here. Mr. Casey and Akshay Sarkar institute 
cross proceedings before Mr. Morshead, and thelr depositions were — ges 
episode in connection with the main action should be told here. On the day 


the depositions were taken, all the seats in Mr. Morshead's Court happened to 
be occupied by pleaders and mukhtars, and when Mr. Sambala emi ha could 
not be accommodated with a chair. Mr. Morshead told the lawyers to make 
room for Mr. Sambala. The pleader on behalf of Akshay Sarkar respectfully 
represented to Mr. Morshead who and what he was, and said that he could not 


make room for Mr. Sambala. This enraged Mr. Morshead, who told the 


leader that he and no other should make f a 8 
bad no alternative but to obey Mr. a n 


b remptory order. Th er 
which Mr. Morshead passed after hearing the depositions i set — 9 
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BaNnGaVail, 
April 26th, 1896. 


BanoaVasl. 


SANJIVANI, 


is a just and independent officer, swerve from the path of rectitude.. He passed 


made by Raso 


my alleged offence. The fact, however, was that I sold no rotten fish. The 


( 416) 


gs there was no formulated charge on either side, 
had, therefore, to declare was whether or not there was 
the suits could be entertained. But Mr Morshes 
‘ of the occurrence which was most plea, 

. 2 , . door of Akshay: Sarkar 
aiid his men, and directed u subordinate Deputy Magistrate, Baba Nabinkrishna 


Banerjee, to try the ass. EGE SAD DEY iat 

Ir. Morehead must be very unfortunate, for even explicit orders like these 
wére not obeyed by his Subordinate. Honorary Magistrate or his Subordinate 
Deputy Magistrate. His superior’s hint did not make Babu Nabinkrishna, who 


& just order in the case, the concluding words of which we cannot hel 

noting:—“ The Court on the whole finds that there was rather forbearence on 
the part of Akshay Sarkar. There was no unlawful assembly, and the accused 
are all entitled to acquittal. The Court must say that all this is due to the 
improper conduct of Mr. Casey, which probably does not amount to an ‘offence, 


and that there should be no further case in connection with this matter.” 


We now ask the Lieutenant-Governor whether he will not find anything to 
blame in Mr, Morshead’s action in this connection too: or will a nominal 
censure be deemed sufficient! What is the good of censuring an officer upon 
whom censure has apparently no effect ? Mr. Morshead has offended the 
publie by his conduct, and disgraced the judicial bench by his partiality to his 
countrymen. His conduct also furnishes one example of interference by 
Magistrates with the judicial independence of their subordinates. Government 
ought to punish Mr. Morshead, if only to check this evil. We hope that Sir 
Alexander Mackenzie will not fail to do justice this time. me ies 

7. The Bangavasi of the 25th April does not see the good of the recent 
Government circular forbidding whippmg to be 
5 administered in public. Whipping will henceforth 
be administered in prisons in private. The circular has satisfied the political 
agitators, but its utility is doubtful. Administered in public, whipping might 
serve as a corrective. Public officers are not also likely to venture upon ad- 
ministering it unlawfully in public, as they may do in private. i 

8. An Honorary Magistrate of Howrah, says the same paper, convicted 

ä three Hindu zanana ladies of a petty offence, and 
lade. fined two of them forty rupees each, and the third 

fifty rupees. The last-mentioned accused could 


Whipping in private. 


not pay the fine, and was imprisoned for one month. The punishment appears 


to be too heavy. Honorary Magistrates ought to know their country well, 
and the officer in question has done wrong in heavily N three zanana 
ladies. It is a pity that natives of this country should in this way forget 
themselves when raised to the bench. 
9. The Sanjivani of the ste April publishes the following from a 
ö correspondent:— 

tuk eee; = Mulla Khodadad Khan, zamindar of Bamun 
| | Pukhuria, a village near Krishnagar, is an Honor · 
ary Magistrate. On the 24th March last he reported to the District Magistrate 
that Raso Bagdini and Chuku Bewa were found selling rotten fish fin the 
Bamun Pukhuria bazar. He also recommended that the two fishwomen should 
be prosecuted under section 273 of the Indian Penal Code. Ihe Magistrate 
accordingly prosecuted the fishwomen, and sent them up for trial to Mr. B. K. 
Basu, Senior Deputy Magistrate of Krishnagur. The following statement was 
Bagdini, one of the defendants in the case | 2 
I was selling fresh and not rotten hilsa fish in the Bamun Pukhuria bazar 
when Sobha Musalmani, a maid servant of Mulla Khodadad Khan came to 
buy fish. She wanted to buy a fish at a very cheap price, and on my declining 
to sell her the fish at the low price proposed, she went away in anger, threaten- 
ing me all the way with the visitation of her master’s wrath. Soon after came 

two peons of the Mulla Sahib to arrest me and take me to their master. 
fused to go, and they went away. Then came the Mulla Sahib himself, who. 
with selling rotten fish and threatened me with punishment for 


— . ce 


6 .) 


n to buy rotten fish, had bought one of them. 
It is not an easy m | ‘ . 8. 
Sahib himself, . to say, engaged two mukhtears to conduct the 


* ea 0 2 


atter to unravel the mystery of this case, The Mulla 


tion. He also made a deposition, from which the following facts are g. ther- 


are two markets a lat and a bazar, in Bamun Pukhuria, 
Tho d belongs to the Khan Sahib and the bazar to one Kaji Sahib of the same 
village. It is quite clear that the Khan Sahib will be rery glad to see the 
bazar given up and his own dat prosper. (2) He heard from Sobha Musul. 
mani defendant was selling a Musalman! ot 01 
of his 3 servants. She is in the habit of doing his errands from time to 
time. (3) It is true that he had sent two peons to the bazar, but he sent them 
not to arrest the defendant, but to ascertain whether the complaint against her 
was true, and, if true, to prevent her from selling rotten fish. (4) When he 
himself came to the bazar, the defendant did not answer his questions, This 
offended him. (5) The report which he made to the Magistrate and which 
was written in English was drafted by another person. The Honorary 
Magistrate’s definition of the words “decomposed ” and “noxious” made the 
whole Court laugh. “I mean by ‘decomposed’,” said he, 9 d Neef, 1.6., 
when the fish is divided into parts. When I saw the two fishes in the defend- 
ant’s basket, they, were not divided into parts, but one lying a few inches 
apart from the other. In another part of the deposition we read: —“ Then, 


said the two fishes were lying divided into parts, then said no, I said this by 


mistake. They were lying entire.“ The Mulla Sahib’s deposition betrays his 
ignorance of English, and it may strike one as strange how he manages to write 
his reports and judgments in English. Those who are in the secret, however, 
know how the Honorary M rate’s judgments and reports are written. 
In his deposition the Mulla Sahib admitted almost all the facts stated by the 
defendant, and he certainly cut a very sorry figure in his attempt to construe 
the word ‘“‘ decomposed” so as to serve his purpose best. 


The defendant cited witnesses who all doposed that the fish sold by her 
were not rotten. One of them was a medical practitioner, who deposed that he 
had tried to convince the Mulla Sahib that the fish were fresh, but he did not 


hear him, and went away without even en. the fish. There was thus no 


case against the defendant, and she was acquitte 


Let the public judge how a man, who does not know the meaning of the 
the word “decomposed,” can write a judgment ora report in English. It is 
to be hoped, however, that the authorities will keep.a sharp look after this 
Honorary Magistrate. In his Court it has become almost impossible for the 
mukhtears to successfully compete with those rivals who may happen to be on 
the side of the men who write out reports and judgments for the Honorary 
Magistrate. 15 


10. The same paper has heard reports against Mr. Balthazar, a Magistrate 


Mr. Balthazar, Deputy Commis- 


RA has a Khasia woman in his keeping, for whose sake 


3 me does not even hesitate to go against the law. 
Some time ago Babu Jagat Chandra Das, senior Extra 3 a e 
Cachar, had to try a case in which a Khasia woman was the complainant. 


Mr. Balthazar’s Khasia mistress was cited as a witness in the case, and was in 


due course summoned to appear before the trying Magistrate. But the 
Deputy Commissioner’s mistress is a big personage, and it was not likely that 
she would submit herself to the indignity of appearing in a public Court, Mr. 
Balthazar sent the Court Sub-Inspector to the Extra Assistant ‘Commissioner. 
ordering him to examine the said witness in the Deputy Commissioner“ 
bungalow. This the Extra Assistant Commissioner plainly declined to do. 
That Mr. Balthazar has a Khasia woman in his keeping is notorious in 
Cachar, Is the Government not aware of this? In res wie of 
ustice became rife on account of the European Judges and Magistrates keeping 
urmese mistresses, Sir Alexander Mackenzie put down that vice with Fig rh 
hand and condignly punished the delinquents. Will Mr. Balthazar go un: 
punished ? The attention of the Home Member and of the Chief Commissioner 
of Assam should be drawn to the conduct of this Deputy Commissioner. 


te ‘ a 


lling rotten fish. Sobha Musalwani is not one 


with first class powers in Cachar. Mr, Balthazar - 


SanJivant, 


April 25th, 1896. 
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eye- witnesses who were perfect there. 
fore have no motive in saying anything that was not true. There is also no 
gainsaying the fact that the complainant could not have possibly falsely charged 
a European with an offence which was likely to compromise her honour. IE 
is difficult to undérstand why the Joint-Magistrate punished the accused so 
lightly. In similar cases he not long ago sentenced accused persons to impri- 
sonment for two or three months. ; 1 
12. Referring to the case in which two ticca drivers were fined 
5 Rs. 5 each by Nawab sneer” — for asking 
mne than their legal fare owing to the exces- | 
— _ os give heat, the Daintk-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 
gay pe epee 30th April does not see why poor ticca gharry 
drivers alone should be liable to punishment, when the Tramway Company, 
who have reduced their service aud suspended the issue of transfer tickets 


escape scot free. The excessive heat of the weather was certainly a roper 
excuse for the drivers to refuse to hire out their conveyances on the ordinary 
fare. It was cruel of Dr. Sarvadhikari to prosecute the men, and unjust of the 
Magistrate to convict them. The law, too, which permits such conviction, is 
defective. | | 


(d)—Educations. 


13. The Sulabh Dainit of the 24th April draws the attention of the 

5 „ a candidate at the Registrar of the Calcutta University to the case of 
last B. A. Eiaminsten. one Devaki Nandan, a student who appeared at the 
3 Ilast B. A. Examination from the Free Church Insti- 
tution. The boy was 5 for one mark in Sanskrit, although he passed in 
Physiology with 82 marks and with second class honours in English aby marks). 
Such strictness did not certainly look well in an Examiner in Sanskrit, who in 


his own work on grammar mentions “ e Ju cafe” as an illustration of the 
dative case. 


14. The Hitavadi of the 24th April has heard that some Brahmo worthies 
3 . trying to gary 2 7 5 2 of man 
NN o a contribution of Rs. 25, 000 in aid of their educa- 
c tional institution by holding out to him the induoe - 
ment of a title from Government. If the matter 
proceeds further, the writer will be obliged to een the names of both the 
parties. Whether this comes of the doctrine of liberty, equality and fraternity 
is a problem which the writer, with his poor spiritual lights, will not presume 
to solve. But superstitious idolator as he is, he must say that it is a trade at 
once new and lucrative. „ 


15. The Mihir-o-Sudhakar of the 25th April writes as follows: 
| The followers of other religious creeds can 
form no idea of the mental perturbation. which 
i Musalmans undergo when the smallest interference 
is made with anything that concerns their religion. The Musalmans of Bengal 
have lost their wealth, honour and even self-respect, but they retain a firm faith 
in their religion. The conduct of a few self-styled leaders of the community; 
enlightened by western education, is, however, going to undermine even that 
faith. The Calcutta Madrassa, which is still regarded by the whole Muham- 
madan community of Bengal as the chief centre of Muhammadan education in 
these provinces, is now a perfectly worthless institution. Its external appeal- 
ance has been made more and more attractive, but its inside is full of ugly, 
festering sores and ulcers. Some time ago, the condition of the Madrassa was 
2 a" of criticism in this paper, and the writer will soon return to 


7 


The condition of the Caleutta 
Madrassa. 
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Ravenshaw College, and the 
Lieutenant-Governor 1 . — 
17. ‘Referring to the wa 3 
pinnae: Calentta ‘University, the Bang eet & 
The whole-time Registrar ques- April observes that if that body has got a, super- 
n fluity of money, will do well to reduce the 
rates of the examination fee instead. of appointing whole-time Registrar on 
increased pay. The charm of English education is not going to be soon dis- 
pelled, and tos ions costly it is made the better, „ ed Sous ae 
18. Babu Upendra Lal Bhattacharyya complains in the Sulabh Damk 
st ol the 25th April that the Government 5 of 
ee: a oe Pranneth — Satkhira, in Khulna, 
has been discontinued. The e insinuates that the aid has been 
discontinued because Rai Radhika Prasanna Mukharji Bahadur, a of 
Schools, Presidency Circle, was, on the occasion of his recent visit to the school, 
not satisfied with the dinner with which he was served by the school authorities. 
The Rai Bahadur, it is said, plainly gave vent to his dissatisfaction. ‘Why,’ 
he asked, “have not good arrangements been made for my dinner? Do these 
men know nothing about what is done in other schools? Do they not know that 
the Head Master of the Taki School makes preparations on a liberal scale for 
my dinner?’ The school is ably conducted, and there seems to be no valid 
reason to justify the discontinuance of the aid. Itis to be h that the 
higher educational authorities will do justice to the Satkhira school and ensure 
its stability by restoring the Government grant. ͥͤĩ U 
19. The Dann, Chandrika of the 26th April writes as 
ollows:—_ ; ; 
2 According to the sastras Hindu students should 
not only live with their teachers, but also serve them. The injunction is still 
obeyed in the tols, but it is not respected in our schools and colleges, This is 
easily accounted for. While in the past, Brahmans alone were the teachers of 
all castes and classes, education is now received at the hands of teachers who 
are not necessarily Brahmans, Even a Brahman student now-a-days receives 
4 education from a non-Brahman teacher. Such a student is bound to show 
is teacher respect, but he ought not to serve him. A non-Brahman teacher is 
not also entitled to the bhakti which is due to a Brahman teacher. This has 
made all the difference in the gurubhakti of the present race of students, though 
of course, the western idea of equality has also largely contributed to bring about 
the unhappy result. Indeed, gurubhakti, as shown in ancient times, is a thin 
that is gone and will not be revived. All that teachers should expect from 
— 42 ils now is not bhakti but dasyata (submission). But submission, without 
? 
long, and has to be forced upon the student. The sad change h due 
entirely to the introduction of English education in the eoun e The Tngfiab 


* 


Decay of gurubhakti. 


rulers, who have brought about this change, are now themselves: seeking for 
a remedy, and have hit upon hostels for . as one. The — of 
hostels is, accordingly, being encouraged everywhere. The Eden Hostel has 
been in existenee for some years, and now the Government of Bengal is 
building another near it at its own cost. It is, however, still a moot point 
among Hindus whether they should allow their sons to live in hostels. We do 
not know whether caste is strictly observed in these: hostels, but we feel that it 


must be very hard of observance where high caste. re 
We do not ‘ei what fac re high caste and low caste live together. 


to Hindu students in the hostels to 
pace meee 
ther a hostel managed by 


eing something that does not proceed from the heart, cannot last 
try. The English 
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20. The Charu Mihir of the 20th April cannot say whether the zaminda 
The auestion of ter uri, Would be willi to make over their tanks to 
weng ot nter Hark. District Boards gratis. Their view of the matte 

is that the Boards, which levy the road cess, should supply water. The question 
the proprietory right in the tanks after their re- excavation by the Boards also 
stands in the way of the removal of the water difficulty. But the sufferings of 
a | the people have grown so intolerable that an early solution of the question hag 
“ay become imperative, The zamindars should 


4 


; 
„ AN 


| : ee to sell the tanks to. the 
" District Boards at small prices, and the latter should purchase them as. they 
. purchase land for making roads. 


Ua. 21. A correspondeni of thie 1 Hitaishi of * 22nd April 

aa Hrranm, 1 1 complains that there are not a sufficient number 

“8 en, The Murshidabed Municipality. - 4 — carts, wheel-barrows and swee 
in tlie Murshidabad Munici gens In Acharyyapara, where cholera has been 
committing great havoc filth and sweepings remain accumulated in the lanes, 
In all the quarters in which there has been an outbreak of cholera, the: drains 
should be cleansed at least twice a day and should get more disinfecting 
powder or liquid. The insanitary condition of the municipality is mainly due 
to want of supervision by the superior officers. The Vice-Chairman and the 
Chairman never go out to see, and the members of the Ward Committees neglect 
their duty because they are not heard. 12 


SuLaBe Dannx, 22. A correspondent of the Sulabh Daintk of 24th April complains of 
: N water scarcity in Satkhira in the Khulna district, 

the Khulut dude Satkhira in the water of the tank owned by the zamindars bei 
unfit for use, and the tank which was excavated by the 
municipality last year at a large cost being situated at too long a distance from 
; the town to be of much use to the residents, even if it had much water left in it, 
i 3 is hoped that the authorities will have two or three wells dug for the relief of 
| ; the sufferers. | 


23. The Pratikar of the 24th April asks if the authorities keep an eye on 

ä the condition of the pounds after they have been 
ene, farmed out. There is a rule requiring pound 
Pht | inspection, but is that rule ever carried into effect? The sheds in which 
Bit | impounded cattle are kept are generally without thatches, and the poor animals 
Phi are therefore exposed to all the inclemencies of the weather. There is also no 
. provision made for fodder or water. The farmers of pounds having their eye 
solely on money making and being, almost as a rule, non-Hindus, are seldom 
influenced by any humane considerations, It is absolutely necessary that 
better provision should be made for pound inspection. 


Parma. 24. The same paper i glad to sean. Saat Maharaja mg J r ge 
1 lohan Tagore adur, is exerting himself to 
The question of vater pft. remove waker scarcity in his zemindaris. If the 
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accordingly. 
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ake 
water. The Sub- 
be ‘required 


The Raneghet eee, Chairman ee aghat 3 the 
lace of Babu Surendranath Pal Chaudhuri, deceased. The new Chairman. 
are likely to take much interest in municipal affairs. The sanitation of t 


is i » lanes and drains emit a sickening stench, and 
town is in a bad state. The Le aad “a ‘ial 


cholera is carrying. away three or four victims every day. T 
— are — apathetic and are not showing half the zeal 
that they did last year in checking the 5 1 re epidemic. — ben: 
) Hitavadi of the 24th April has the following:? 
* See It is portainty great kindness and generdsit) 
Mr. Westmacott’s circular about in the Lieutenant-Governor that he has exp 
ee sympathy with the sufferings of the people fron 
water scarcity, and has, with a view to the removal of that scarcity, not only 
promised contributions from the State, but called 1 5 the District Board and 
well-to-do people to render help in the matter. 
do little practical good, for his order may not be acted upon 


At a time when people are at the point of death for want of drinking 
water, the question has arisen as to whether road cess money can be properly 
spent in digging tanks and wells. This is not the time to discuss such a ques- 
tion. If Government forgets its responsibility and its promises, we are bound to 
remind it of them, and if the officials do not choose to hear us, there is no help 
for it. 


The Lieutenant-Governor appealed to the District Boards for help. His 
Secretary, Mr. Risley, has appealed to rich zamindars and others as well as to 
able-bodied cultivators and labourers. But Mr. Westmacott, the Commissioner 
of the Presidency Division, has outdone all other officers. He has issued a 
secret circular to the District Magistrates under him, which we quote in extenso, 
because many people refuse to take such papers as genuine if they are not given 


. ~~ If any officer is offended by its publication in a newspaper, we cannot 
elp it. | 


* j SRR 
; At een 


The 13th April 1896. 
To att MacistraTes— | N 
The excessive drought of the present season has brought prominently to 
notice the deficiency of the supply of drinking water in a great part of this 
division. As regards municipalities, the question may be left in the hands of 
Municipal Commissioners, but as regards rural villages, it appears to me that all 
that can be done in the estates of Wards of Court, ‘and all that can be done 
the District Boards is insignificant in view of the vast requirements of the 
country. The only means by which an adequate supply of drinking-water can 
be obtained in all the villages which require it is by the villagers bestirring 
themselves and doing their own work. There are pro ably in every village a 
number of men who are accustomed to use kodalee on their own holdings, and 
one or two days labour of such men would deepen a tank which has dried up 
sufficiently to obtain water or at least to prevent it drying up in future years; 
and it appears to me unreasonable that road cess money should be spent on 
dig ng for the benefit of the poor who are in the habit of digging, and who 
could do the work for themselves if they chose to exert themselves. Where 
water cannot be obtained by deepening old tanks, and where wells are 
necessary, a District Board might make grants in aid of contributions made by 
villagers, and where there is difficulty on account of proprietory right in placing 
an old tank at the disposal of villagers for the purpose of deepening it, the 
District Board might come to their assistance in the matter of acquiring the 
tank for a public purpose. It appears to me that for every village in which the 
District Board undertakes the whole cost of re-excavating an old tank, there 
must be scores of other villages to which the Board is unable to extend any 
help at all, and unless the villages to which the Board is unable to extend an- 
help can be stimulated to help themselves, and if they are allowed to sit idle 
calling out to the Board for help which cannot be given to them, all those 
Villages must remain without drin ing water. I request the favour of your 


consider how the people can be stimulated to help themselves as far as possible, 


ite 
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ut his thy is likely to 
yma cider an! Apher’ Mt 


laying this view of the question before your District Board and asking them to 
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stmacott thinks it unreasonable that Road Cess money should be : 
pent ging tanks or wells for those who are able to dig. But this is not 
2 The kind gentleman insists upon the importance of ineulcating 


* ns of self-help upon the people. He says that labourers should dig 
1} for two days in the week without taking anything, zamindars and other rich 
ia | E supporting them during such work. And those villages which will not 
1a elp themselves in this way must go without water; how very kind is the Com- 

4 missioner ! : ae 1 8 

+ | Did anybody ever hear such a lecture on self-help? Let those who require 
no roads for themselves pay a cess for the construction of roads for the benefit 
of other. people, but none must dig or have tanks dug either for the benefit of 
those who can ply the spade themselves! They must not get water even to 
quench their thirst ! What kindness this! Such is the shape which Governments 
kindness has assumed on coming down to the Commissioner. Who knows that 
the Magistrates will not be able to improve even upon this? It is, however, a 
comfort to know that there are not many civilians of Mr. Westmacott’s type in 
this country. | 

i In conclusion, we would like to know whether the instructions to be 

1 followed are those given in Government's circular of the 18th instant or those 
given in Mr. Westmacott's circular of the 13th. 


Bandav asi, 27. A correspondent of the Bangavasi of the 25th April complains that, 
14 April 26th, 16 1e tration ; . while municipal taxation has been abolished in 
18 E a the Meakiem aes" Nanduarha, it has not been abolished in Raghunath- 
: ur. Of these two villages in the Manbhum district, 
@ the former is much better off than the latter. The tax presses heavily upon the 
I poor weavers of Raghunathpur. These men formerly lived by weaving tussar 
(te silk, but their occupation is gone with the destruction of that profitable industry. 
1 The small weaving which they now do is not sufficient even to keep body and 
ig soul together. It is impossible for them to pay municipal taxes, and their 
EL moveables—the little property they possess—are often attached by the municipal- 
af ity and sold by public auction. hunathpur is not a fit place to be burdened 
1 with a municipality. | 
ha BaNnaavast. 28. The same paper is surprised to learn that the ashes in the Calcutta 


1 burning ghats are carted away to the Salt Lake and 
a Desecration of the ashes in the 


, -deposited there. The ashes—the remains of the 
ee! 6 talon looked upon as sacred by all pious 
ae Hindus, and the Hindu inhabitants of Calcutta should strongly protest against 
Ane | this objectionable practice, this sacrilege, this desecration of the remains of the 
AME dead. The Calcutta Municipality should take prompt measures to put an end 
ane to this highly objectionable practice, and its new Vice-Chairman, in whom all 
ate orthodox Hindus have great confidence, should be up and doing. 

aie 29. The same paper is glad to understand that the British Indian Associa- 


mre tion has appointed a committee to enquire into the 
Wile sete © Oe nature and extent of the prevailing water scarcity 
and to find out its remedy. Sir Maharaja Jotindra Mohan Tagore has already 


made up his mind to remove the water scarcity pravaning in his extensive 
zamindari. It is to be hoped that all other zamindars, headed by Maharaja 
Durga Charan Law, and his brother Babu Joygovinda Law, will follow the noble 


example set Oy the L of Bengali zamindars. It is now worse than useless 


to quarrel with the Government over the road and public works cesses, and to try 


to have a fair portion of them spent on the improvement of water-supply. This 


is time for action and not time for political agitation and wrangling — 
when the * of this country have no right to compel the Government to follow 
the line o Re cy which commends itself to them. It is true that the Bengal 
zamindars have become impoverished of late, but there are among them many 
Who still waste their money on frivolous enjoyments. That most of the zamin- 
dars do not dig or redig tanks and wells is not because ‘they have no means to 
1 do eo, but because they are not disposed in that way, their charitable instincts 
| having become deadened. It is ing to see that the exhortation of the 
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dars be up and doing in removing water, scarcity. 
— look on . 5 their raiyats are suffering. 
apathy and indifference. 


. of the 26h Aprit complains of the svn, | 
, st conduct of the yaradar of the G i oe, bat 1 


. Extortion at a ferry t. on the Padma. The garadar extorts double the fare 
from ignorant coolies and even four times the fare from innocent Sont a 
coolies. The correspondent knows an instance in which the garadar, extorted 
double the fare from thirteen ee A 1 * . „ 
Mihir- o- Sudhakar of the 25t eques u Sur yy ta Mmm-o Sopmaxas, 
| 31. The Mthir-o-Sud Rei Chandhuri, 3 ae pr Taki in the 24 April 25th, 1896 
Water scarcity inthe 24-Pargemss Parganas district, to re-excavate the tanks in his 
porns zaraindari which were excavated by his worthy — 
father, the late Srikanta Rai Chaudhuri. The writer also drawsattention to the : 1 
severe water scarcity prevailing in certain villages within |the jurisdiction of the a 
Baduria thana in the same district. The only tank in Mahmudpur which 1 
supplied drinking water not only to that village but to a large number of 
adjoining villages is silted up and becomes dry at the end of every cold season. 
Babu Upendra Nath Bose, zamindar of Arbelia, ought to deepen the tank. The 


District Magistrate should request Upendra Babu to do this. 


32. The Dacca Prakash of the 26th April says that when the road and ian: 3 
public works cesses were imposed, rf understood 
| that the proceeds of the road cess would be expended 
solely upon the construction of roads, and the proceeds of the public works cess 
upon come and works of a general character which would benefit the 
cess-payers. But Government has not been able to keep its word, for it has 
spent the proceeds of the public works cess in a manner which has not in the 
least benefited the people. Government’s law courts punish the zamindar aa 
who makes his raiyats contribute towards the cost of constructing a cutcherry, 1 
but where will the Government itself be tried for 8 public works cess ‘= 
money on the construction of court-houses which were formerly built out of 7 
revenue? This trial can be held nowhere except in the heart of the people. a 
Section 109 of the Road Cess Act legalised the expenditure of the Road Cess 1 
Fund upon the construction of roads, canals, &c., but did not permit its use in 
education, &c. The Local Self-Government Act placed additional duties upon 
the local bodies which it created, but it also gave them additional funds for : 
the performance of the additional duties. But English being the lan age of ! 
the District Boards and the Magistrates being all in all there, independent men ee: 
keep themselves aloof therefrom, and their money is spent as the Magistrates i 
like. If the members of the District Boards had been free in the matter of expen- : — 
diture, they would certainly have considered water-supply a more legitimate a 
use of their money than either construction of roads or spread of primary . 
education, Want of roads and schools does not kill men, but drinking of foul ee 1 
water positively does. e Es 
Sir Alexander Mackenzie is to be thanked for issuing his Circular No. 22 
L.S.-G., dated the 2nd April, in spite of the attempts of the District Boards to 
conceal the sufferings of the people from water scarcity. It is to be hoped that 
as Chairmen of the District Boards, the District Magistrates will not out of 
jealousy for the Lieutenant Governor’s popularity, overdo their work by wasting 
money even in places where there is no water scarcity. ee ae 
The advice given in the Lieutenant-Governor’s letter No. 1284L., addressed es 
to the Commissioner of the Orissa Division, that the District Boards should : + 
spend road cess money mainly on roads and water-supply is good, but it will 
take the Boards some time to follow it; for educational expenditure has 80 | 
grown upon them that it will be sometime before they can be able to reduce it. } a 
Sir Charles Elliott advised the District Boards to spend at least 10 per cent. of 88 rae 
their income on the spread of p education, and some boards largely if 
exceeded this limit in order to please His Honour. In 1894, the Dacca District : oe 
= 2 33 . 3 forty-one thousand rupees, besides office ag 
nditure, that is to say, about 30 per cent. of its income on pri education. §é 0 1 
Where will Boards find money for water-supply n Primar Caneation 


The question of water-supply. : 


acre £ Hin nig . "Spams gn 
3 | ir re to say, the: indus are still toditieens inthe eat 
What are the Hindn 3 of the Calcutta Municipality, who Ba per 
themselves on their orthodoxy, doing? It is simply cowardice on their 
to tolerate this sacrilego. 0 Municipality shoul these ashes in a stens 
er to the Bay of Bengal and deposit — there. Babu Nilambar ame 
the new Vine hairman, should —— ! ; 

34. same paper ‘says: t. there is great scarcity of water in B 

Weiter ein femtigus. Anchra, a village in Santipur, In the Nadia riot, 

y pur. The Bagdevi canal is the only source of water 
in the place. But there being no bandh at its mouth all its water finds — 
way into the H ooghly. The village is in the zamindari of the Mahara | 
Krisbmagar, but he is quite indifferent to the suffering of the people ‘and aid Som 
not grant their prayer for 2 repairing of the bandh. It is gratif how 
ever, to understan that Mr. K. C. De, the able Subdivisional Officer of "Rana- ) 
ghat, is trying his best to have the bandh repaired. 

BaNGamtvast. 35. ir Charles Elliott, observes a apes r, lost. yo head over 155 
drainage scheme and did not care for water - supply. 
. Sir — Mackenzie, however, has hap — ‘de. 
covered that scarcity of water is at the root of the insanitary — of the 
country—that construction of drainage may wait, but water-supply has 
become an urgent necessity. The Lieutenant-Governor is moving heaven and 
earth to increase the Lady Dufferin Fund, but he will enshrine his name im the 
heart of the people if he opens a water fund. 

The Bengal zamindars can do a great deal to remove water scarcity. It is 
true that the moral and material condition of the landed classes in Bengal has 
greatly deteriorated, but there is still no denying that they have means to give 
the little help which the Government expects from them in — water 
scarcity. British law has in a large measure destroyed the 7 the za- 
mindars, but even now the influence exercised by them and their officers among 
the masses of the Bengal population is very hes Rightly directed, this influ- 
ence can be exerted in the cause of water-supply. Water scarcity can be 


removed if the zamindars and their men take the lead and do their best in the 
matter. 


— Dacca Gaserrs, 36. The Dacca Gazette of the 27th April has the followin 


April 27th, 1896. 3 a The day is past when, t ** Lord Cai 
4 — — aut in the wallis’ N all gy ettlement, the zamindars of 
Bengal were a rich class and considered it an act 
of religious merit to spend money on works of public 22 like tanks, &c. 
The — * of Government has changed, and the zamindars have now to pay 
more money on cesses than they pay as revenue. The rigour of the Tenancy Act 
in particular has completely alienated the feelings of the zamindars from their 
raiyats, Zamindars now-a-days do not care whether their raiyats live or die, 
„provided they regularly get their own rents. Sir pi fear he « ackenzie may ap- 
peal to the zamindars in the name of religion to take once more to their old way 
of excavating tanks, but the old * sentiment will not be revived. Not 
even religious acts are done without a selfish aoe Why should the zamin- 
dars do a religious act for the sake of their raiyats whom they no longer regard 
as their own flesh and blood, as they did rhe ? Let the Lieutenant-Gover- 
nor exhort as best he can, no man can have the same regard for the life of 
another as he has for his own. So long, in fact, as the created between 
the zamindar and the raiyat by the enancy Act is not t over, so long 
must the raiyat despair of any help from the zamindar, and the zamindar 
refrain from asking any help, if occasion arise, from his raiyat. 
37. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 27th il says that some 
* 3 ood will . and 
* wee ivisional Commissioners zealously and y and de 


carry out the Lientenant-Governor’s orders 
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wotersop 2. pe the 


his 25 ver rot te 1 sar? 1 
mücott bas ad . 
water - supply, — * told vi ie ape es to 9 8 5 oa heir 
for want of it. Probably 97 dg N is “mie 0 mer, 
-vahoe, made with the view o joke. w. uch 
of publishing official ee Doch hardness: of heart, as is Pike 
ig not expected even in Mr. Westmacott, and under Sir e e 
re The Lieutenant - Governor has not been content, with mere, wri ing 
Resolution or making a speech on the necessity of water-sapply,, b ut has. aske 
all District Magistrates in the Burdwan, .: E jshahi, Patna, Bhagalpur and 
Presidency Divisions. to make exhaustive. reports ubout water scarcity within 
their respective jurisdictions and the steps that have been taken by..the District 
Boards to remove it. His Honour has asked the Sub-divisional istrates to 
offer the District. Boards every help in their power in collecting information 
regarding water scarcity as well as in removing it. Wells are to be excavated 
everywhere, and water is to be sent even in aes to villages which are situated 
at a distance from good reservoirs. The District 1 Local Boards should 
exert themselves to their utmost, for the suff ater, in Feral in 
municipal areas. And the people themselves shoul 156 remain idle, but 
Committees for e in every village throughout the Province, ie 
grestest religious merit wi 1 be obtained by giving. away water in a time Uke 
this. 


Many suburban villages n near Oaloutta and Howrah are 1 from 
water scarcity. The best way to relieve them will be to ask the Calcutta and 
Howrah Municipalities respectively to fill a number of tanks in these 
from their main pipes, Pa payment being made em, subscriptions among 
villagers: and from funds. 


38. The eee Chandrika of the Loth April has the follow- bann. nnn 


— cod the Onloutta In his last resolution on he Annual Administra- A”, 
. ye tion Report of the Caloutta Municipality, Sir Charles a 
Elliott took the Municipal o and their Chairman to task for rea- 5 
sons better known to him and the Governor-General in Count — 3 0 
in the opinion of the late Lieutenant- Governor of „ late 
Chairman of the Calcutta Municipality, gave, on the eve “of bis relinenien a 3 
crushing reply to the fault-finding resolution of Sir Charles Elliott. He 1 
his duty well by defending the e ps the ns cast on 5 
d 


W aspersions which have justly met with the ipprobation of the Calcutta ate 
public. 1 f 


The oonduct of the Municipal Comintadioneds and their Chairman his met 
with the unqualified approbation of the Calcutta’ public. By the Calcutta 
public we mean the native and not the European residents of the City of 
alaces. Anglo-Indian opinion may carry greater weight with the Govern- 
ment, and may in official quarters pass current as“ public opinion.” But it is 
not, in all conscience, the opinion of the Calcutta public—it does not represent 
even a small fraction of the rate - payers of the Calcutta Municipality. The 
number of European residents in Calcutta is infinitesimally inal comp | 
with the number of native residents. The Europeans have, so to speak, no 
permanent stake in Calcutta. It is not they but the native residents who have 
to bear the lion’s share of the burden of taxation. In the opinion of Hen or 
men, in 1 0 Eon of me “yg pli 1 is, Waste of municipal m 70 
a sin. e Government and the -In 
of thinking, nglo- Indian public may not be in that f 

The counts of indictment against the Calcutta Municipality are the follow- 

ing: —(1) the Municipality has not done all that could be or lity to have been 
3 to improve the sanitary condition of Calcutta, (2) there is a laxity in the 
collection of municipal. rates, (3) the Municipalit 19 1. does not adequately en- 


courage primary education in the metropolis, (4 
kept pace with the time. * ( „ n e has aa 


cannot turn the ee into Nai one tis Bus Pree ian Opinio: 
and obstin: must have their way. When the “added eg were amalg 
mated with Calcutta, Dr. Gurudas Bannerji and Babu Kalinath Mitra pro 25 0 
against the measure in the Legislative Council. But they were Bar nly 
even by a quiet peace-loving Lieutenant-Governor like Sir r Btauart 
in the matter of sanitary improvement it was Anglo-Indian opinion: whi 
prevail. Native opinion must necessarily be at a discount. 
But it is not the Anglo-Indian residents who suffer. 

they live in this country only for a short time, and go away after maki og 
fortunes. The Calcutta Municipality and the Government never 
question of the expenditure of municipal money. The Muniei e 
sioners are always opposed to extravagant expenditure upon which the Govern- 
ment always insists. The Calcutta Municip ality cannot afford to be e 
gant. It is nothing more or less than the — of the Calcutta publio. Aud 
it will be guilty of a breach of trust if it makes ducks and drakes of their 
money. The Government is extravagant in its expenditure. It spends the 
whole of its revenue on frontier fortifications, on Home charges, on the army, 
and on the Civil Service. For internal improvement, it has consequently to 
depend upon subsidiary sources of revenue. While the Government 8 ‘pans its 
revenue for imperial purposes, the District Boards and municipal b 
take charge of the and other communications, and must find money for 4 
thousand and one objects upon which the Government cannot and a not 
r, nd anything. The Government’s is a spendthrift policy, and it will force 

t policy upon al all — self- ay, ath me bodies. Tax and spend” seems to be 
its motto. The ly crushed, and their life-blood is being sucked 


out of them. But Pete Go Government has still no mercy. It wants the District 
Boards and municipal bodies to work miracles, It. must have the towns and 
cities turned into paradise, This the self-governing bodies are not prepared to 


do, and hence their quarrel with the 3 Mr. Ritchie was a conscién- 
tious Chairman and he could not allow the hard-earned money of the poor tax · 
payers to be thoughtlessly spent. All conscientious Chairmen cannot but 80 
as he did. Mr. Williams has a trial before him. 

(2) As regards the second count, the Calcutta Municipality is far fron 
being lax in its collection of municipal rates. In the first place, the municipa 
assessment is unfairly heavy, and there is hardly any remedy available agait 
it. The municipal + fst for the collection of rates is strict enough, almost 
as strict as the sunset law of the Government for the collection o the land 
revenue. The municipal tax-collector is unrelenting in hisdemand. He does 
not tolerate any default in payment. Sharp takeeds, notices, warrants and 
distress warrants come in quick succession if a tax-payer fails to pay his tax 
in time. In fact, the procedure followed by the Calcutta Municipality beats, in 
porns of severity, the Irish process of collecting land revenue hollow. But the 

overnment wants the Municipality to be more exacting, more oppressive and 
fen more strict in its collection of rates. The Commissioners, however, can- 
not go so far without creating public discontent. They can never agree with 
overnment, and they should be allowed to remain satisfied with the appro- 
i of the public. 
(3) The third count against the Calcutta Municipality is that it does not 
adequately en encourage primary education. The money of the tax-payers of the 
Calcutta Municipality cannot and ought not to be ent on primary education. 
The Government is curtailing its expenditure on the head of education, and 
has enjoined the District Boards to liberally a their revenue for aes 
purpose. You cannot call this financial policy a benevolent: policy. It is, to 
use a somewhat strong expression, a deceitful policy. If the people are to be 
separately taxed for this and that measure of public utility, why raise 80 
many crores of rupees as public revenue from among them fo Munici 
ought to be burdened with educational ex penditure. The Calcutta — 2 
need not spend a farthing on education.” Education, high and primary, ¥ 
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of 


s in Cs 
of help 


making rapid 


stand in any need of f m the Sumlorpt 
(4) One’s own experience will go age 


tos „ f frie 
N 2 a> lade * 
a 


provement in Calcutta has not 3 on 


is steadily improving in this 1 
speed, the slums of Calcutta will 
of, years. The Anglo-Indians would 


tie clean 


have bus 


among them who dite the instance of the 
effects which not only changed the face of 


rood deal. Ne 
of rejoicing, an 
Ar heects that 


proved its sanitary condition a 
many lo-Indians a cause ) 

| among them who wish in their heart he aleutta n 
a great fire, so that it may be rebuilt in an ideal fashion. 

native residents of Calcutta persist in clinging to their old-fashior . 

It is worse than useless to waste more words on the subject. The Government 

and the people will never agree in municipal matters. It is no wonder, there-. 

fore, that the Municipal Commissioners of Calcutta and ald 


be reprimanded by the Government for the very acts which have met with the 
approbation of the publio. . 5 | ee 

(9 Railways and communications, including canals and — 

39. India, says the Bangavasi of the 25th April, is going to be covered 

Spread of Railways in India. with a net-work of railways. The Government 

ee ee has resolved to construct feeder lines which wil 

run far into the interior of the country, while the construction of main line 

will be pushed on with greater 

depend upon it, will be draine 

change for food grains. 


eed, The wealth of India, you may no- 
away and her people will get trinkets in ex- 


(h)—General. = —s 1 . 


40. The Charu Mihir . roar 2 April says that no where in Bengal have 
omer 11 food articles been so dear as they have been for 
cunt! ten monopoly in Mymen- zome time in Myr a oon _Betel-leaves in 
„ _ particular are selling at the rate of three per pice, 
and this is owing to the impression. which. people still labour ‘under that the 
betel-leaf monopoly, which was so long kept up by the zamindar has not ceased 
to exist. This wrong impression should be removed. ). 
41. The Hublul Maleen of = a 9 Apel does not see why the Musalman 

1 ergy residents of Rangoon should be prohibited from 
Cow slaughter in Rangoon. ** htering cows in a cert in q prt of the ta 
when the Burmese and the ese are permitted to slaughter pigs and se 
pork, which is forbidden food both to Hindu and Musalmans, all over the 
town. As the prohibition may lead to a fresh riot during the celebration of 
the Bakr-Id this year, the Government should carefully consider the petition 
of the Rangoon Muhammadans against the rde. 
42. Referring to a memorial submitted to Government, protesting 
The proposed removal of the the proposed removal of the Burdwan Commis. 
wan ( Chinsura, the Burdwan Sansivans 


: Commissioner's office to sioner's Office to 
Chom Of the 21st April makes the following obserya-— 


tions:—. - . 
It is only ten or eleven years that the office of the Commissioner of the 
Burdwan Division has been located at Burdwan. The question of e 
it to Hooghly has been raised from time to time, but Gevernment has not 
cr attached any weight to the arguments urged in favour of a removal. 
his time a new argument has been put forward in support of the proposedre- 
moval. The Superintending Engineer lately inspected the Commissioner’s office 
building, and reported that it was not in a safe condition. So long , however 
the Su rintending Engineer has been recommending the office building as quite 
fit for habitation, and it is somewhat mysterious why he has suddenly changed 
ing is a slight -hair- 


. 


os 


his opinion. The only thing that goes against the buil is 
breadth crack in an arch in a hall, which becomes visible only ‘in the summer 
when it is excessively hot. This crack cannot in any sense be rega: ed as 8 


* 


r e r 


— i MP PED L ALAA AON I 


g 7 5 
BanGavasi, 


April 26th, 1896, 


-  Burpwan SanJivani 


April Ast 1896. 
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April 25th, 1896. 


house and if the’ Commissioner's office is removed, it wil becom 


1 rigs 


eld der Head 8 having aroused in the mind of the Government 


6 


0 os no oe oi ig Fi 
‘a pissioner’s office 1 Chinsuru will 0 save the is 


y expen lit i Government: will have to maintain ene 
and periodically-repair it The building was former ons rare 


* i 


It will de ‘pr ous to question the Supe 1 805 
but as his opinion 2 somewhat sus rte pope th 1 
Bion, P will do well to have. the building” ‘inspec by another: 1 . 


Engineering authori oy: 
Removal. par pay the Government no: less: than one thousand ‘rupees, It 


will also cost the Government: seven or eight I Apt bec or beyen | 


years in sortiug and the pa There 1 is no reason * 
the wernment should incur this heavy expend iture. 15 


43. The Bharat Mitra of the 28rd April says that the: Visit of some 
Japanese noblemen to the temple of Buddha-Gayn 


the tobe that the continuance of Buddha's f 
in the temple might afford esi ra pretexts for coming to India in large 
bodies, .osteusibly with the o ge of visiting the temple, but really with some 

political motive, Mr. Savage, Magistrate of Gaya, has written to Mr. Dharmapal, 
| him to remove the image. But a removal of the image 
— to wound the feeling of the Buddhists, Government should not insist 
auch a course, but should keep a political Officer as well as a Military 
force i in Buddha. Gaya. 
44. The Mifir-o- Sudiabar of the 25th April has the following in an 
article headed Dire anarchy. in the British 
Empire”:— 
There is great difficulty and disadvantage in 
connection with the administration of India. England enjoys representative 
Government. Any irregularity or wrong doing on the part of the adminis- 


Oppression and discontent in 
ong. 


tration in England is strongly and at once protested 3 by the people, 


and vehemently denounced in thé newspaper press, and the result is that the 
find themselves compelled to render an explanation to the country. 
The English people make political: agitations, and know perfectly well what 
such a vitation is, how it should be conducted, and what 8 it may be made 
to yield, They are therefore always agitating. If an English ministry cannot 
aal the Aw Ais the latter have it in their power to drive it out. But on 
ple of India do not know what political — is. You may impose uy 
hem tax after tax and commit upon them o ion after oppression, at 
poey a! not protest. They know not what the utility of the newspaper 
is, and they are orant of the im ortance of memorials... They only 
know their 1 ress and think: “We are loyal subjects ‘a the 
Queen Empress, and it is for Her Majesty to take thought of our welfare, to 
find out if any oppression is being anywhere committed upon us, This should 


be her occupation, As it is clearly . her -daty---Thus.-it -is—that--even—-waen-. . N 


Government commits any oppression, they bear it in silence, and think that 
Her Majesty will surely enquire about it and apply a remedy, that they should 
tiently "beer it for a few days, and wait for 5 which she will certainly 

ile such are the views of the Indians, the sovereign and her ministers 

think differently. In their opinion the Indian administration is completely 
free from faults and shortcomings. If it had been eee ie ple w 
have protested. The people think that their sovereign will do Veen justice, 


the sovereign thinks that the people will cry out and ig But the peopl 


e 
ry no not, and the sovereign, on her part, does not do justice. Herein lies the 
y and disadvantage of the Indian administration. There is no touch 
ee the sovereign and her subjects. The people do not care to know or 
learn anything about their sovereign, and she, on tie part, takes no trouble to 
make herself acquainted with their affairs, or she would have come to — 
that for the last fifteen years dire anarchy has prevailed in Chittago 
of the districts of the Anal Presidency, the most advanced portion oe British 
India. Is our Government aware that this district has now — for the ist 


3 
. 


Lend ‘ a moh, . apts Koes , 5 he : 
t ge Me ae . 1 n Bigs : a 
gis 0 * . 7 . E. Epes, 1 a * 1 
é : 55 140 N 
: 7 * , abe 2 9 J 22 
RS i = "4 2 25 ‘ 4 e 4 3 1 
Tt Sh 4, tl * ng) Rs 7] a os i gee 3 
a 3 > * 1 * $y * 55 a 
* 55 ; : 
r 2 r 2 
eer tee 7. 
in san in 68h : 
3 oe kad 


69 Me PU aa ĩͤ ß BE 


grievances of. his subjects. 
century may laugh at this 

and it is precisely ( 
Government that. the officials 8 not 

of various oppressions in Chittage — 
— the heact and make one weep to hear of the fearful | 
are now being practised in that district. God in his mercy will sure! 
if no redress by man be regrggme The English: 
if, according to Obris 


to bear this load of sin, 


every week. 
will appear om % public: 
en to see the true state of matters, concealed as it is, year after 
the rose-coloured description given in the Administration Reports. 
45. The Bangavasi of the 25th April understands that Mr. Heard, Sub- | 
5 divisional of Deoghur, is trying his best to get April. 26th; 1606. 
Tue Native Doctor of Deoghur. Babu Banikantha Bandyopadhyaya, the experienced A 
and popular native doctor of that place, transferred to some other station. — 
Mr. Heard suspects that Banikantha Babu was the man who wrote against hi oe ib 


in the newspapers. The Deoghur people will be very sorry to part with their : — 
proposal of . ay * 4 


doctor Babu, and they have petitioned the Government against the 
his transfer. The public will not in any way he benefited by the transfer of 
Banikantha Babu, and the authorities will do well to grant the prayer of the 
Deoghur people. | Ef 


: rs 
Ree tee 


‘epidemics. . : : 1 2 
47. Referring to the appointments to the Kalihati and Kedarpur Sub- sse, 
ä ae Registrarships in the Tangail vi the Af 25th, 1896. 
Appointments to Sub-Registrar- Mymensingh district 
hips im Tangail- ke Babu Sy 


48, The Dacca Prakash of the 26th April says that after deducting all 1 cE 
. PORCH the Zamindari Dak Fund in the Daoos ‘inmate | 
. cess district has a surplus of Rs. 19,000. The Distriet 
Board of Dacca was invited to consider what 
should be done with thismoney, and the Board formed a Committee consisting 
of three of its members to consider the matter. The Committee has submitted 
its report, and has advised the establishment of 17 additional post offices 
in Bhawal and Maheswardi. But this will only increase expenditure. without a 
bringing in commensurate profits. The money should be held over for the : > tae 
present, and a dak cess at the present rate of two rupees per hundred rupees of a 


Government revenue being levied for two years more, the rate of the cess | : 
should be reduced to four or six annas per hundred rupees of revenue. Already 5 
the Dacca district contains too many post offices. The area of Dacca is 2,7 85 | 


of 6.8: mites, gnc it contains 120 post offices; whilst Mymensingh, with an area a 3] i 
6,832 square miles has got only 129 post offices, Fari only 81, 8 1 
Backergunge only 76. n post offices, Faridpur only 81, 1 


III. LrokHAi WX J.. 4 oe „ 
49. The Murshidabad Hitaisli, of the 22nd April, says that the existing a 
The law relating to refund of Provision of the law, that any body whose property 
purchase money in Collectorate 18 sold by Government by public auction, exc 
e ieee oP _ for arrears of revenue, may redeem it by deposit- 
ing within 30 days from the date of sale the whole amount of purchase 


2 pet fos 8 
. 


„ 


and pay the mukhtar a fee of Rs. 2. Here is a sum of Rs. 3-8-3, which, with : 


purchase property 
e the Colle 


least for the cases in which the amount of purchase-money is small, 


50. The Hitavadi of the 24th April is gratified by the assurance given 

by the Lieutenant-Governor that he has no inten- 

Bude en overnor on tion of disallowing interpellations in connection 
| with the budget. People feared that His Honour 
would disallow such interpellations on the strength of the practice in the 


Viceregal Council. His Honour’s assurance has now quieted their apprehen- 
tions. 75 


 ‘Brvavanl, 
April 24th, 1896, 


IV.—Native States. 


eta Damm. 51. Babu Kanti Chandra Mukherji, observes the Sulabh Datntk of the 
— us Deine Miskaer eb Jaren: 25th April, is the Prime Minister of Jeypur. His 
me power and influence in the State are very 2 
In fact, he is there the lord of all he surveys. He is not, however, popular in 
Jeypur, as Babu Nilambar Mukerji was in Kashmir. Public opinion in Jeypur 
is not always in favour of the Prime Minister. He is blamed by many, it ma 
be out of spite and jealousy. But there are instances to show that he does 
not treat the subordinate officials well. Babu Haridas Sastri, late Principal of 
the Jeypur College, was his eyesore, but that gentleman had the Political 
Agent to back him, and was therefore safe. After the Sastri's death a Parti 
aduate was appointed Principal, but he did not agree with K anti Babu and 
had to resign. A B.L. Professor of English had to resign his post for the same 
reason. An under-graduate is now the Principal of the Jeypur College. 
wit a Hindustani gentleman, formerly in the service of the Government 
of India, was appointed by the Jeppur State. One day the Prime Minister 
did not agree with him and insulted and dismissed him at once. The injured 
: official reported the matter to the Governor-General’s Agent in Rajputana, and 
mat officer has called for an explanation from the Maharaja. If this incident 
ives rise to any disagreement between the Maharaja and the Supreme 
bare Kanti Babu alone will be held responsible for it. 


52. A correspondent of the Sanjivani of the 25th April says that A jmere 
ne g and other stations on the railway 1 which the 
| Jhalwar Chief travelled to Benares as a State 

prisoner were thronged with people of all classes longing for a sight of him. 
ut the Maharana did not appear before them. Many applied to the European 
officer in charge of the Maharana for permission to see him, but that officer 
advised the Jhalwar Chief not to grant them an interview. Benares station 
was thronged with people. As soon as the Maharaja alighted, he was 
conducted with en courtesy and honour to the carriage which was waiting for 
him. Both banks of the river were thronged and the people lustily cheered the 
Maharana as he passed by.—“ Glory to the Maharana ; long live the Maharana” 
—was the cry w ch rent the sky. If Lord Elgin had been there he could have 
rere formed some idea of the Maharana’s popularity. V 
27 tee 53. The same correspondent fails to unrayel the mystery of the Bhurtpur 
Cause of the Bhurtpur deposition deposition. The Maharaja of Bhurtpur was only 
7 a short time ago deposed on the ground of incapa- 
city. He has been reinstalled and. declared to be quite fit for administration. 


Jhalwar as a state prisoner. 


pn Sed 


Inserutable are the Nu) of the Political Agents! Thera are no‘creat 
the Foregn Office and no Cee PAY ON ! 
. 3 Ripon returned the Gwalior fort to Scitidia i 


he Jhansi Pargana. The Maharaja of Bhurtpur has been sinstalle „but he 
Dig — not been returned to him. There is, by the way, a rich 
salt mine in Digh, Might not there be some connection between Digt and the 
deposition of Bhurtpur ? ne Rena ee 

= | VI.— MisceLLANEOUS. 


54. The General and Gauhari Asfi of the 28rd April says that the prema- 
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ture death of Sir Jahan Kader Meerza, a distin- 
The death of Prince Sir Jahan- guished member of the Oudh Royal Family, has 
* cast a gloom over the Muhammad adan comm. in ty of 
India, and has deprived the Government of a valuable adviser. Many public 
bodies, too, will miss the Prince’s helping hand. It will not be too much to hope 
that Government will show the same tender regard to Meerza Mukeem, 
the lamented Prince’s son-in-law, as it showed to him. The Prince has left a 
large fortune in landed property and money. It should be the duty of Gov- 
erninent to see that this wealth is not wasted. — „ 3 
55. Hitavadi of the 24th April says that a peon of the Account Department Hrsvaps 
of the Port Commissioner's office, named Nasir- pri 24h, 1998, 
uddi, has been dismissed for having come to office ) 
in dirty cloths. As a matter of fact the peon’s clothes were not very dirty 
but then he had incurred the displeasure of his superiors. The peon has served 
long in the office, and ought not to have been dismissed for his offence. If his 
case is not reconsidered, the writer will have to make further disclosures in this 


The Port Commissioner's office. 


connection. nice 
56. The same paper says that Mr. Radice, who incurred the censure of Gov. eint 
a ernment by his conduct in Orissa, has begun play- 


ing anew prank in Tippera, When sta for 

sporting purposes at Sonamora within Hill Tippera from 26th March: to 9th 
April, he made use of a tethered cow asa bait for tigers. It is said that on 
coming to know of this, the Maharaja of Tippera has adopted stern measures 
ga against the recurrence of such a thing. It is not possible for anybody but a Hindu 
to conceive the enormity of an actlike that of leaving a tethered cow to be ~~ 
devoured * tigers in a Hindu State. Mr. Radice is the Political 18 of Hill 


= , 
— —— 
— 
2 


—U— — 


It is not easy to understand what has led him to wound 80 
ing in thie way. Does he beliexe that Political Agent dan . 
pleases? It is hoped that the kind-hearted Lieutenant-Governor will soothe the 
wounded feelings of the Hindu subjects of Tippera by doing justice in the 
matt er. 3 , Pe ho Senay 
57. Referring to the prohibition of the sale of native < nfectionery in 
certain mercantile offices in Calcutta, the Banga- 
| ele f : l V 10 K 4 anga- 
sweet-meats in mercantile offer, vas of the 25th April asks—Is this an indirect 
| attempt to push.on the sale of European , con- 


BaNaavasi, 
April 25th, 1896, 


fectionery, and thereby to facilitate, though unwillingly, the denationalisation 


—— —— — 


Assam Papers. 


58. Referring to theincrease in the mortality in the Assam jails i 1 
l ails in 1894 
Jail mortality in Assam. the Par idarsak-o-Srihuttavast, for 3 second fort: 3 


3 night of Chaitra, 1302 B.S. Second fortnight 
Administration Report does not, as it ought 'to have ag ary sata — 902 Bs 


jail mortality for the last ten years. Th iti : oe 
tion of this increase in the jail m rtality, gy bh hi give any explana- 


with the falling off in the expenditure on account of jail fooding—a falling off 
ing of the prices of food- 
oot to be the 80 cause of the decrease 
ing in the Assam jails. The mortality 
e jail in Assam. 
hat the climate of Sylhet apes salubrious 
59. ‘The same paper has the following in English: 7 


The Provincial Service in Assam. We have more than once, in these columns. Panianenax-o. _ 

8 f referred to the formation of the Provincial Service . — 

tte ssam. It is, as we have already observed, a service counting among its mem- G 10 fd 
only a few Extra. Assistant Commissioners,’ Whether the service so poorly 
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ropose to discuss in the course of this article the relative: 
tes mentioned above and belonging | 
ns and Eurasians first. They are ge 
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ination. Mr. Rita 


certainly not consonant with justiee. Be that as it may, we have no mind to 
recommend their dismissal from service now. We do not believe that Govern- 
ment will come up to that high standard of moral diseipline in a eee 
All that we mean to say is this that this object-lesson should not be lost upon 
the Government, if they have any * n for the efficiency of the service in 
question, We are also aware of another rule. It is unnecessary to quote 
chapter and verse. The Government clearly knows that it has ruled, that all 
things being equal, the natives will have preference in matters of appointment. 
The Europeans are by no means natives of the Province. This being the case, 
the Assam public have a right to demand their admission into service in prefe- 
rence to Europeans. It has also been proved to demonstration that they are 
also intellectually superior to these so-called Europeans. Let us next con- 
sider the claims of the Bar and what is called the Subordinate Civil Service in 
Assam. People from both these classes have undoubted claims to the Provin- 
cial Service, Considering the two-fold duties of a Civil and Criminal, Judge 
which an Extra Assistant Collector has to discharge in Assam, it is essentially 
necessary that a fair oy ortion of the appointments should be o_o by the 
people from the Bar. Of late, Extra Assistant Commissioners were only made 
m among the Sub-Deputy Collectors, and the claims of the Bar were 
ignored. This time we appeal to Mr. Ward with his long and varied judicial 
experience to select a candidate from the Bar, whose practice is fairly well, and 
let us hope our appeal this time will not fall upon deaf ears. 
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